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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6, 8-22, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thornton (US patent 6,851,454) in view of Marshall (US Publication 2003/0233278). 

Regarding claim 1, Thornton teaches a charging method for use in a service providing system 
having a first terminal device owned by a user and (b) a service providing server, connected to 
the first terminal device via a communication network, offering an information providing service 
to the first terminal device (see figure 2), the method comprising: 

(I) a step of a service providing server transmitting, to the first terminal device, 

a modification command for modifying a predetermined parameter determining an 
operation of the first terminal device (col 7 lines 9-28); 

(II) a step of the first terminal device modifying the predetermined parameter 

only when the first terminal device receives the modification command for modifying 
the predetermined parameter from the service providing server (col 7 lines 9-28); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/534,760 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2617 

Thornton fails to teach a step of the service providing server charging the user owning the first 
terminal device a fee for the transmission of the modification command for modifying the 
predetermined parameter, in a case where the service providing server transmits, to the first 
terminal device, the modification command for modifying the predetermined parameter. 
However, Marshall teaches a step of the service providing server charging the user owning the 
first terminal device a fee for the transmission of the modification command for modifying the 
predetermined parameter, in a case where the service providing server transmits, to the first 
terminal device, the modification command for modifying the predetermined parameter (0037). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the above teaching of Marshall with Thornton, in order to provide a system for 
altering behavior in a variety of applications such as the status of the events. 

Regarding claim 2, Thornton teaches a method as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

upon receipt of a request for modifying the predetermined parameter from the 

user, the service providing server transmits, to the first terminal device owned by the 

user, the modification command for modifying the predetermined parameter in 

accordance with a content of the received request (col 6 lines 10-22, col 7 lines 9-28, col 9 lines 

1-21). 



Regarding claim 3, Thornton inherently teaches a method as set forth in claim 2, wherein: 
a second terminal device which is different from the first terminal device is 
owned by the user, the second terminal device being connected to the service 
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providing server via a communication network (see figure 2); and 

the request for modifying the predetermined parameter to the service providing 

server is made by the user by means of the second terminal device (col 6 lines 10-22, col 7 lines 

9-28 col 9 lines 1-21). When the user is able to use the first device, he will be able to use the 

second device as well. 

Regarding claim 4, Thornton fails to teach a method wherein in offering a service of providing 
information to the first terminal device, the service providing server charges the user owning the 
first terminal device a fee for the service offered. However, Marshall teaches a method wherein 
in offering a service of providing information to the first terminal device, the service providing 
server charges the user owning the first terminal device a fee for the service offered (0037). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the above teaching of Marshall with Thornton, in order to provide a system for 
altering behavior in a variety of applications such as the status of the events. 

Regarding claim 5, Thornton fails to teach a method comprising: 

(IV) a step of the service providing server, when the first terminal device 
owned by the user transmits certain information to the service providing server, 
rewarding the user with one or more points, the points varying in number depending 
on information received; and 

(V) a step of the service providing server using at least one of the points owned by the user for 
settlement of the charge to the user. However, Marshall teaches a method comprising: 
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(IV) a step of the service providing server, when the first terminal device 
owned by the user transmits certain information to the service providing server, 
rewarding the user with one or more points, the points varying in number depending 
on information received (0097); and 

(V) a step of the service providing server using at least one of the points owned by the user for 
settlement of the charge to the user (0097). Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the above teaching of Marshall 
with Thornton, in order to provide a system for altering behavior in a variety of applications such 
as the status of the events. 

Regarding claim 6, Thornton fails to teach a method as set forth in the first terminal device is an 
in- vehicle terminal device provided in an automobile owned by the user, and the predetermined 
parameter is a parameter determining an operation of the in- vehicle terminal device in a vehicle- 
antitheft system. However, Marshall teaches a method as set forth in the first terminal device is 
an in- vehicle terminal device provided in an automobile owned by the user, and the 
predetermined parameter is a parameter determining an operation of the in- vehicle terminal 
device in a vehicle-antitheft system (0116). Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the above teaching of Marshall 
with Thornton, in order to provide a system for altering behavior in a variety of applications such 
as the status of the events. 
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Regarding claim 8, Thornton teaches a service providing server for carrying out the charging 
method for use in a service providing system, as set forth in claim 1 (col 7 lines 9-28). 

Regarding claim 9, Thornton inherently teaches a service providing program for causing a 
computer to execute a process in the service providing server as set forth in claim 8 (col 7 lines 
9-28) 

Regarding claim 10, Thornton inherently teaches a storage medium storing a service providing 
program for causing a computer to execute a process in the service providing server as set forth 
in claim 8 (col 7 lines 9-28) 

Regarding claim 11, Thornton inherently teaches a terminal device for carrying out the charging 
method for use in a service providing system, as set forth in claim 1 (col 7 lines 9-28). 

Regarding claim 12, Thornton teaches a terminal processing program for causing a computer to 
execute a process in the terminal device as set forth in claim 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 13, Thornton teaches a recording medium containing a terminal processing 
program for causing a computer to execute a process in the terminal device as set forth in claim 
11 . 
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Regarding claim 14, Thornton teaches a control method of a service providing server being 
connected to a first terminal device and a second terminal device via a communication network, 
the service providing server offering an information providing service with respect to the first 
terminal device (col 6 lines 10-22) (col 9 lines 1-21) When the user is able to use the first device, 
he will be able to use the second device as well, the method comprising: 
(1) a modification request accepting step of receiving a modification request from the second 
terminal device, the modification request requesting to transmit, to the first terminal device, a 
modification command for modifying a predetermined parameter determining an operation of the 
first terminal device (col 7 lines 9-28); and 

a modification command transmitting step of generating the modification command in 
accordance with the modification request, and then transmitting the modification command to 
the first terminal device (col 7 lines 1-21). 

Regarding claim 15, Thornton inherently teaches a method as set forth in claim 14, further 
comprising: 

a validity judging step of judging whether or not the modification request 
received from the second terminal device is valid (col 8 lines 5-20, col 9 lines 8-21). 

Regarding claim 16, Thornton inherently teaches a method as set forth in claim 15, wherein: the 
first terminal device has a plurality of the parameter, the parameter being 
settable on a parameter-by-parameter basis, and 

in the step (111), it is judged whether the modification request received from the 
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second terminal device is valid with reference to a combination-table specifying, in 

advance, whether or not each combination of the parameters of the first terminal 

device is permitted (col 9 lines 8-21). The confirmation message, confirm the validity of the 

request. 

Regarding claim 17, Thornton inherently teaches a method as set forth in claim 14, further 
comprising: 

(IV) history recording step of storing, in a history information database, a content of a parameter 
setting when transmitting the modification command to the first terminal device (col 10 lines 27- 
40). Most system usually have a backup for recording the history of any action in the system 

Regarding claim 18, Thornton teaches a method as set forth in claim 17, further comprising the 
step of : 

(V) a setting restoration step of generating a modification command for change back a parameter 
into a previous state in accordance with the history information database, and then transmitting 
the generated modification command to the first terminal device (col 5 lines 10-63, col 6 lines 
22-32) the server instruct the WCD to change from voice mode to data mode and change back to 
voice mode. 

Regarding claim 19, Thornton inherently teaches a service providing server executing the control 
method of a service providing server, as set forth in claim 14 (col 9 lines 1-21). 
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Regarding claim 20, Thornton inherently teaches a service providing program for causing a 
computer to execute the control method of a service providing server, as set forth in claim 14 
(col 9 lines 1-20). 

Regarding claim 21, Thornton teaches a storage medium containing a service providing program 
for causing a computer to execute the control method of a service providing server, as set forth in 
claim 14 (col 9 lines 1-21, lines 60-65, col 10 lines 27-40). 

Regarding claim 22, Thornton inherently teaches a service providing system, comprising: 
the service providing server as set forth in claim 14, and 

through terminal device and a second terminal device, each of which being connected to the 
service providing server via a communication network (see figure 2). When the user is able to 
use the first device, he will be able to use the second device as well. 

3. Claim 7, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thornton (US 
patent 6,85 1 ,454) in view of Breed (US Publication 2005/0046584). 

Regarding claim 7, Thorton fails to teach a method as set forth in claim 6, wherein: 

reporting action to be carried out when a sensor provided in the automobile detects an abnormal 

situation. However, Breed teaches a method as set forth in claim 6, wherein: 
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reporting action to be carried out when a sensor provided in the automobile detects an abnormal 
situation (1275). Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the above teaching of Breed with Thornton, in order to provide a 
system for altering behavior in a variety of applications such as the status of the events. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-22 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/rc re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
In this case, Thornton fails to teach a method wherein in offering a service of providing 
information to the first terminal device, the service providing server charges the user owning the 
first terminal device a fee for the service offered. However, Marshall teaches a method wherein 
in offering a service of providing information to the first terminal device, the service providing 
server charges the user owning the first terminal device a fee for the service offered (0037). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 



Application/Control Number: 10/534,760 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2617 

made to combine the above teaching of Marshall with Thornton, in order to provide a system for 
altering behavior in a variety of applications such as the status of the events. 

Conclusion 

5. Any responses to this action should be mailed to: 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naghmeh Mehrpour whose telephone number is 571-272-7913. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00- 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold be reached (571) 272-7905. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have Questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBG^at 866-2JJ-^T9^ (toll-free). 
NM 1/ // JoT7\ 



